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the aeg sec chat take place St 
each of theſe, are generally about Religion; 
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defend and propagate what they eſteem to 
be 1 New ang. to root , and z 


As the — on xis Subject are va- 
rious, fo there is one Queſtion, namely, 
What true Religion ariſes from, 
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4 is Conde oyon” the el 1 Tuben of 
Ihiogs;: my mcantig is (feppoſing that co 
be the Caſe) that the Duty which God re- 
quires at our hands, is ſuch, as, in the 
mature: of Things, is fit _y to 
be zequlred of, and expecte om Cres. 
ares conſtituted, Ae e nth re- 
lived as we ate; and char the Ground of his 
being pleaſed with, and ſhewing us Fa- 
| your, is, becauſe we are the ſuitable. and 


org 0 of 1 kis ER: and NE 


11 H B Te 3 — 5. is 1 ent to 
Reſtraint; and when it is ppl y'd to human 
Actions, che Reftraint is of two Wee 
namely, Political, and Anal. . 


POLITICAL Reſttatnr is AY which 
ariſes from the Law and Conſtitution of 


every Country, in which Men live, or 
Which they rule over. And Men ae ſaid 


tolact or not to act Atbitrarily, as their 
Ackibus are not, or as they are, govern'd 
and reſtrain'd by thoſe LS. As thus : I 
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ALL 


45 9 pes + Ot Os "> one 
to their own Will and Pleaſure, and who 
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have the ſole Power of making Laws fbt, 


and the diſpoſing of the Perſons and Pro- 
Pexties of their Subjects; ſuch Princes are 
daid to be Arbitrary: And their Govern- 
ment is called Arbitrary Government, be- 
cauſe they are not under the Direction 
nor the Reſtraint of ns in the Exerciſe 
1 it. 


ON the hit fe, hu Men att, 6 or 


adds; not; pe to their own Will and 


Pleaſure, but by, or according to a prece- 
dent Law; then they are ſaid not to act or 


rule Arbitrarily. As, when the King of 


Great Britain acts agreeably to the Laws of 


this Kingdom, then he is ſaid not to act 
arbitrarily, that is, not to act againſt, or _ 
above Law; becauſe, in all ſuch Caſes, his 
Actions are govern'd and Kigia * by the 


Laus of his Fay: 
54 T. is e good. of bad engel the 


Action ſprings from, nor yet the good or 
= uns it produces, which denominates the 


Action 
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Action to be Arbitrary in this ref ect, 
or to be the contrary; but only as the Actor 
is under, or above the Reſtraint of human 
Laws, as aforeſaid. | 8 7580 
-M 0 RA L Reſtraint i is * which ales 
from dhe moral fitneſs of Things: And Men 
are {aid to act arbitrarily in this reſpect, 
when they are under no ſuch Reſtraint; that 
is, when they act without any regard to the 
fitneſs, or unfitneſs of things, as aforeſaid. 
And, on the other ſide, they are ſaid not 
to act arbitrarily, in chis reſpect, when 
; hed make the moral fitneſs of N _ : 
| 510 and ies: of their Actions. 
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'T 0 . 5 Term Arora to ol, 
it can reſpect only moral Reſtraint. For 
tho human Laws are Rules ſor Men to di- 
ect their Behaviour by, and therefore 
Mens Actions may N be ſaid to be 
arbitrary, or to be otherwiſe, as the Actor 
is under, or above the Reſtraint of ſuch 
Laws; yet theſe are not a Rule to God. 
And therefore if his Actions are directed 
by any Law, it muſt be by the Fitneſs of 
ieee Aud. conſequently he cannot pro- 


9 4 „ 5 perly 
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perly be ſaid tõ «avi ; or the con- 
trary, any otherwiſe, as he is not, or 
as he is influenced, Thr faftrained by the 
moral Fitneſs © of things 48 aforeſaid. So 
that when I apply the Ferm Arbitrary to 
God, I oppoſe it to moral Reſtraint, as a- 


_ Ah cen ene i Leads me . 11 
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B v che! Anery w. 0 of 7 God) 1 mean 
( ſuppoſing this to te the Caſe) that he is 
not influenced and governed in his Deal- 
ings with his Creatures, by the moral fit- 
nels of things, but by ſovereign Pleafure: 
he commands and forbids, loves and hates, 
rewards and puniſhes Arbitrarily, that is, 
without regarding the fitneſs, or unfitneſs 
ef What he requires, or diſpenſes; or the 
ſuitableneſs, or unſuitableneſs of the C e 5 
| 55 a 5 Approbation, en A. 
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v H EN 1 uy true Religion is inked 
ben the arbitrary Will of God, my mean- 
ing is (ſuppoſing that to be the Caſe) that 
the Duty Which God requires from us, and 
which when complied with, will render us 
che Objects of his Fauout, does not ariſe 
nn 85 i B 2 | from 


| Right or Wrong: in the C. 
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E 
from is being * Le, fi, in the nature of 


things, but merely from ſovereign Pleaſure: 


God makes Whateyer he pleaſes, the Condi-. 
rions of his Favour, without apy n 0 


HAVIN G thus explain'd the Tens, 1 


think it evidently appears that true Reli. 
gion, or that which will render Men accep- 


table to God, muſt he either, what Gad has 


arbitrarily: made the Conditions of his Faveat, 
or elſe, ahat which, in the nature of Things, 


xeuders Men the ſuitable and proper Objects of 
# Which of theſe lache e in che _—_— 
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ture, goes before all other Queſtions on this 


Subject; and that the ſertling (of ir is naceſ- 


fary to the Settlement of — reſt, and 
e e that it is of the reateſt im- 


* N to Mankind; this, think, will 


as evidently appear as the former, when 


1 i have-faivly examin'd the Point, and-thewp 
how the Caſe will ſtand, in the ſeveral 
- Particulars following, e 5 conſider 
mae _ As foung 
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tag: 


inge on on e neue 
as — And, — 35 


FIRST, if e Religion ariſes fre n, 
and is founded upon the moral fitneſs of 
Things, then God in this . reſpeR anſwers 
the — which the whole Frame of 
Nature gives him; that is, he acts the me 
e e Hans ten ror | 


1 is the — — of Wiſdows 
and Goodneſs, for a Being, ' who has all 
Knowledge and all Pewen abſolutely and 
independently in himſelf, and is at perfect 
tiberry in the Uſe and Bxerciſe of theſe; 
for ſuch an ont, when he has calbd morat 
Agents into Being, not t@ take advantage 
of the Impotency and Dependency of ſuch 
| Creatures, by impoſing upon. them, or ating 
arbitrarily with them, or by them; but, 
on the contrary, to make the oral Firnels 
of. Things the Rule and Muaſure: of his 
Actions, with regard to what he requires 

from, and diſpenſes to them: this, I ſay, 
Wiſdom and Goodnets' to ea 
And-thisis the yery Caſo Wn refpe 
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EY is founded, 2 moral —_ of 
Things, as aforeſaid. bu big 


S800 can, ih, 3 to his natural 
Liberty and Ability, command from; us, 
and deal with us, as he pleaſes; he being 
above all poſſibility of Controul: And there- 
fore, for him not to make uſe of his Know- 
ledge and Power diſagreeably, or to the 
diſadvantage of his Creatures, but to direct 
theſe by the Rules of Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, in all his Dealings with them; this 
is truly valuable, and highly worthy 91 thar 
God, who is, by his own Choice, the 
common Parent of every Creature, as he 


voluntarily calPd them, into _ On we 
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IE true Religion is 8 on _ 3 — 
trary Will of God, then God does not, in 
this reſpect, anſwer the Character which 
Nature has given him; that is, e not 
= the part of a we and eons Re. e 
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| 0 N B * has ll Knowledgeand Power 
abſolutely and independently in himſelf, 
_ PRI: muſt moſt. —— 
7 e the 


Th TER } 
che aſſearial Differences in | Things; 5 4. 
"whois at perfect li Uberty to a from 'whar 
Motive he pleaſes; for ſuch a Being to neg | 
lelt, or refuſe to 40 agreea bly to the Na- 
ture, and the Relations of things, and to 
make mere capricious Humour (if I may fo 
ſpeak) the Rule and Meaſure of his Actions; 
for ſuch” an one to command for com- 
manding ſake, and not becauſe what he re- 
quires is fit, and proper to be commanded; 
for ſuch an one to love and value, hate nd 
deſpiſe, either Perſons or Things, without 
regarding the ſuitableneſs or unſuitableneſs of 
the Perſons, or the Things theniſelves; theſe 
are Demonſtrations of the want of V ſdon 
and Gaodneſs in ſuch a Being: and yet 
this is the Caſe with reſpect to God, ſup- 
poſing true Religion to be founded upon 


his b Wil ane W as alore- 
fad. Pee L001 7 
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; 00 0 D can, vb regard to his natural 

Lb and Power, act arbitrarily with _ 
his Creatures in matters of Religion; that 
is, with reſpect to their Duty and his Ac- 
ceptance: And ſo he can act the part of 
a week and childiſh, or of 3 an evil and vi- 


1104s 


tos, Bring. Bur he: owes wy * nad 


preſerve his moral Character; he cannot 
perform ſuch a Part, and yet be a wiſe ant 
good Being: becauſe the doing ſo, is ab- 
1 0 inconfiſteat with that nee, 


Again, 


"SECONDLY, ir true 3 ap 
Founded on the moral fitneſs of Thi 

then Man, by his. avn natural Ae 
(conſider'd as a "POE" is e 70 0 4 


e, it PEE 


mM A N is a 9 3 _ 4 
| "Faculty or, Power. we call Underſtanding ; 3 
in the exerciſe of which, he is capable of 
diſcerning the eſſential Difference betwixt 
Good and Evil, or Fitneſs and Unfitnels, as 
they ariſe from, and are founded in the 
Nature and the Relations of Things: which 
_ Good and Evil is calPd Moral, as it is the 
9 79 of the Under ſtuna ing gy and is diſco- 

erd by it only; and as it is diſtinguiſhed 
4 that Good and Evil which is Natural 
or Phyſical, which is the Object of our ws 
1 andi is diſcover'd by chem e . 


2 & . 5 1 4 
MAN 
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5 MAN 3 clus karviſh'd with the Fa. 
8 N of Underſtanding, and true Religion 
being fo 
he muſt of courſe be qualified to diſcover 
it, becauſe it falls within the proper Pro- 
vince of a foremention 'd Faculty.-; 


nded on the moral Fitneſs of Things, 


LET; FONG tao mains 1 Thoug hs upon 


himſelf, and conſider how he is ont 7 
and circumſtanced, and how he ſtands natu- 
rally related to God, and to his fellow - Crea- 
tures; and then he may with eaſe diſcover 


and certainly know, what he muſt be and do, 
to render himſelf acceptable to ſuch awile and 


8 good Being, as (upon the preſent ſuppoſition) 
God is allow'd ro be; and what it is, in the 


Nature of Things, which will make him a 


a4 Man by 


fiſts in acting agrerably to His Nature, Rela- 


Agreeableneſs, his Lo Ora. qualifies 
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ſuitable and proper 5 of Divine Ap- 
probation; or Diſlike. + 
the exerciſe of his — may eafily 
know what is true Religion; becanfe it con- 


tions, and Citeumſtances, as aforeſaid; which 
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11 is true, there may be Cakes at- 
jended with ſuch perplexing Circumſtances, 
and whoſe Conſequences may be ſo very an- 
certain, that it may be exceeding difficult 
to know what is beſt and fitteſt to be done. 
But then, even in theſe Caſes, if a Man, 

after due Examination, does that which up- 
on the whole, appears to him to be beſt, 
that is, what is moſt for the common Good; 

he will not fail of divine Acceptance, what- 
ever the Conſequence of his Behaviour may 
be. For, as he makes Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs the Rule and Meaſure of his Actions, 
ſo, if God is a wiſe and good Being (as is 


here ſuppoſed) he will approve of inch a Dan 
duct. On the other 8 Yo Eg 


| * true Religion is | founded on the 1 
trary Will of God, then Man is not, by his 
own natural Ability, qualify*d to diſcover it: 
He has not any F ootſteps to trace, nor any 
ue to guide him, in his Enquiries aſter 
He is in this Caſe in a much worſe 
Condition, than the blind Man is in, when 
in purſuit of the Objects of Sight: For tho 
* 1 _ Man cannot diſcover the Object i 
= 5 | ae 


Sa wi ret 4 


Tag}. 


ſought for, by that Senſe, yer, poſſibly, be 
may do it by another ; whereas in che 


preſent Caſe, Man has not any natural Fa- 
culty, which can diſcover what is true Re- 
ligion, or diftingaiſh it from the con 


uo. 


THE exerciſe of his öde 
cannot ſtand him in any ſtead. For tho it 


qualifies him to diſcern, and judge of moral 


Subjects; yet as Religion, in this Caſe, is 
not of moral Conſideration (it ariſing only 


from arbitrary Pleaſure) ſo it does not come 
within the reach of this diſcerning Faculty. 


And therefore thoſe Men ſay right, who ſay 


that Reaſon has not any thing to do with 


Religion; ſuppoſing true Religion to be ſound- 
ed on arbitrary Pleaſure, and that by Rea. 
ſon is meant either the Exerciſe of the fore- 


mentioned Faculty, or the Object of it, viz, 
the moral F itneſs of Things. 


TO reaſon i in this Caſe, is cxaadibals 


abſurd, and is the ſame, as if a Man ſhould 


attempt to diſtinguiſh Colours by his Ear, 


Reaſon, in the Nature of the thing, cannot 
diſcover, or be at all a Judge of thoſe things 


2 „ 1 | 


of God: ſuch things: as theſe, are dico 
” verable only by Ts: Revelation; fo jt 


BY 


which arpond.- * on the . Win 1 


is that alone which muſt determine every 


thing concerning them. Which leads me 10 
5 obſerve, | 


\ > 3 


H IR , if true e Religion is . 
ed on the moral Fnneſs of Things, then Man 
is naturally qualify'd, to diſtinguiſh betwixt 
Divine Revelation and Deluſion; at leaſt he 
is qualify d to guard againſt aſs lach Dn 
fi lon, as is . to N 


WHEN any W comes forth or 
Ss Character of Divine, Revelation, our 
Underſtandings qualify. us to, examine and 
judge, whether it is.agzecable with, on con» 
trary to the Nature and the Relations of 
Things. And tho its Agrecableneſs with the 
Nature of things, is no certain Proof that 
ir is Divine, but only that it may be ſo; yet 
its Diſagreeableneſs therewith, is a Demon- 
ſtration, that it cannat poſſibly come from 
God]; ſeeing (upon the preſent Suppoſition) 
God makes the moral Rias of things: the 
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e ien of his hetions; whick —Y 
a Revelation is mon to. = 


| FORthe fanthet hal trarion of this Point, 
I mall offer the following Caſes. 2 


: " 
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8 PPOSE a Man ſhould come to me 
' under the Character of a heavenly Meſſe 
ger, aid ſhould declare it to be the Will of 
God, that 11 ſhould love my Neighbour as 
my ſelf, and do unto all Men, as I would 
hoy ſhould: do unto me, (taking theſe ge- 
neral Rules with their proper Limitations) 
and that in doing ſo I ſhould recommend 
m {elf to divine Regard: And, ſuppoſe this 
Man was not ſent of God, but was himſelf 
under a Deluſion; I examine his Mefſaye, 
and find that it is right and fit, in the Na 
ture of Things, that I ſhould: do as it 18 
quires; and that in fo doing 1 render my 
ſelf a ſuitable Subjedd of divine Favour: I 
likewiſe (from the ſuitableneſs of the Nef 
lage) am induced to give credit to whit 
the Man declares: of himſelf, vis. thar he 
is a Meſſenger ſent from God: Now; tho | 
in this latter Point J am deceived, yet * 
; » not to my burt; and if I am prevailed 
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vo 


F-22- 
upon by it, to render myſelf more agree- 
able and uſeful than I ſhould otherwiſe 
| hay* been, the Deluſion will prove a Be- 


| nefit to me, and to thoſe I os to do with- 
al. Again, 


SUPPOSE a Man ſhould come ro 


me, and pretend himſelf a heavenly Meſ- 


ſenger, as aforeſaid ; and ſhould declare it 


to be the Will of God, that 1 ſhould af. 


fli& and grieve my fellow-Creatures, with- 


out any juſt Cauſe, that is, for not agree- 


ing with me in ſome ſpeculative Points, 
which do not admit of abſolute Certainty 
on either ſide of the Queſtion; and in like 


i Caſes, where in the Nature of the thing, 


there is not a proper Foundation for Re- 
ſentment; and that in fo doing I ſhould 


entitle my ſelf to divine Fayour : I exa- 


mine this Meſſage, and find it really difa- 


greeable in the Nature, of Things ; and 


from hence conclude very juſtly, that 
this Meſſage is not Divine, and conſe- 


quently that the Meſſenger is either de- 
luded himſelf, or 12 chat he ; is an Im- 
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8 O that I have a plain Rule to Alec 
and guide my Judgment, in dſtingaiſhing | 
betwixt Divine Revelation, and all dan 


rous and hurtful Deluſions: And therefore, 
as J ſaid before, tho in this Caſe we are not 
_ abſolutely: ſecure from all Impoſition, yet 
we are qualify'd to guard againſt all ſuch 
as isprejudicial to Mankind; as I have here 
ſhewn. es on the other ſide, 


Ir tre Religion is —— on  arbj- 
trary Pleaſure, then Man is not quali- 
fd to diſtinguiſh betwixt Divine Reve- 
lation and Deluſion, and conſequently lies 
1 to, and at the mercy of every Im. 


ou er. 


THE intern Characters 'of a Revs 
* whether good or bad, afford no 
Light in this Caſe. For, as God makes 
whatever he pleaſes the Conditions of his 
Favour, ſo the Goodneſs or Badneſs of a 
Revelation, or of what is required by it, 
cannot poſſibly prove it co be Divine, or to | 
be the aL 


n P 


IF 


ir I. hauls ra 4 0 upon me to ow a 


T Kevalation o be - Divine," * T0: as orhas- 5 


it being comrary 70 Trab, Juſtice, Good: 

1 1 5 &c.. it would be juſt the” ſame, as if; 
I attempted to prove; that a Man can ſee, 
by giving ſeveral Inſtances in which it is 
evident that he heard ; there being no more 

Connexion betwixt Juſtice, Goodneſs, e. 
and arbitrary Pleaſure, ſo as to argue from 


on to. the other, than thete - is en 3 


Colour and Sound. 


r E Caſe is 1 Ge with SA to 
5 any thing external, ſuch as Miracles, which 
may attend a Revelation: the having theſe, 
or the want of them, cannot poſſibly prove 
2 Revelation to be Divine, or th! de the 
cone. 20 | 


on 15 a Fs proves . in 
as preſent Caſe; becaule Miracles are Evi- 
genera of the Power, hut not of the Veraity 
eing that works them; and con- 
foquently, _ _ attend a Ege, for any 

| __ 
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ue his Powet, nor ſuffr other Beings, vis. 


es ade act Arbſttarily, Fut fem che Pit 


thiog we know, OT for any juſt Ground we 
arb es thitlk dee contra ge HTAIAU Gg 


cenie | 8 10 Zuni! 1 $i 5111 {10 * bend | 
0 utge in tts Cat Goa wide 


Evil Ipitirsz tb'ufe theits, for the Confirtik; 
tion of a Lye, in a makter of ſdeh Hnpor- 
tance; this i is the ſame as to ſay, that God 


f Things; becatfe this Argument 18 
| 5 — Li oral Usfi ene! 
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- 7 H 4 want of Mace Pr 115 af 
a thin bg, ich 70 gard to the Divinit ity e 

Kepeldcion, of che Ediirraty, Fer 2 
Gd does not fake the Fithels of This 


but ſovereign Pleaſiite, rhe Rule and Mes a 


fue be bis Actions; EY "when 800 BS? a 
Kepklatlon, it tuft de Wholly at 


ſure, whether Miracles ſhall Ates it 7 


not : and conſequently, we cannot fair- 


1 fro the wanr of Miracles 


2 11 fo; for or 8 ow the. Divioity of 
thi A tion, do got” aca . 


9 9 78 0 71 15 55 D 02.9? 
Hat 


” S r 
———————.— 


* " * 
+. E \ N 
— ” 2 4 
? 7 "ge oY 3 : A Ss V < 1 
* 7 e i — 
, — . 3 v4 * : 
4 3 1 7 * * . 8 1 
33 & * . 18 * 
* 4 a 4 i [1 + 
: # PA . K 
vt a V : 
4 Y 7 - e 7 * 7 
- F ö 1 a * 7 * 1 3 
» * 0 ' $ 
1 
< 
X . } 
> % 


Ts 26 =D 
" FOURTHLY, Tf. — e . 
founded on the moral Fitneſs of Things, 
then Man is naturally qualify d to diſcover 
the true Senſe and Meaning of Divine Re- 
velation; at leaſt he is, or may be a 


from all dangerous and e Error 9. 0 6 


"> I d' I N 5. „Revelation, 1 85 This Hi 
muſt. accord with the Nature and Rela- 
tions of Things; ; and therefore, if any Dit. 
7 ficulty ſhould ariſe about the Senſe an al and 
Meaning of any Branch of it, Man "has a 
ſafe and. Plain Rule, viz, the Fitneſs of 
Things, to interpret it hy Which in the 
Nature of the Thing, is "moſt likely to lead 
bim 3 to the true Senſe, © of 1 it: however, 
ir will ſecure him, from, all. dangerous | Er- 
5 becauſe he cannot poſſibly fall into a 


| burtful Error, when the, MT e of 
6 Things is is his Guide. 694 
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light with regard to thoſe Points, which 


rely ſpeculative: 6 


8 2 % Ss 
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; 1 ANSWE R, +Phihes of Speculation 
are of two Kunde viz. thoſe which are 


abſolutely ſo, and rhoſe which are ſo on- 


17 with regard to us. As to the former, * 
they relate to the phyſical Nature of Things; 


and therefore if God ſhall think fit to give 
any Revelations of this kind, then it muſt 
be granted, „ that the Mora Fitneſs of 
Things can give no Light in ſuch Caſes, 


But then it ought to be remembred, that 
God will either ſo clearly deliver ſuch Points, 
as that there ſhall be 10 place for-Error, or 


elſe he will excuſe all Errors which ariſe 
from them; it being moſt abſurd and Tidi-' 
culous, to ſupp ofe, that ſuch à wiſe and 


1 good Being, as (upon the preſent Suppoſi- : 
500 God is allowed to be, ſhould give a 


Revelation ina Way, in Which it is liable 


to be miſunderſtood; and then be diſpleaſed | 


with his Creitlires, if they” 


miſtake the 


Senſe of it; ſceing uch Errörs are ft, in 
the Nature of the Thing 4 proper Found 
non for Reſentment. © ; waa 71 bis l 
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Lakes, which are 5 only with regard to 
uz, theſs relate to Facts paſt, present, or 
te come, performed by God, or ſame ether 
Agent; with reſpec to which, the ſame 
Anſwer-in general will ſerve, as in the for- 
mer Cale ; namely, Thar if God ſhall think 
u to reveal any thing af this kind, * 
will eicher make the Revelation fo plain, 
asg that there ſhall he no Place for. Et- 
rer, or elle, * a Barons e en 
rom i if, Aud, | 


1-40 1 E the Point "OY RF I 

Candy, | either what Gad has done, or. 
will de; and if. any diffieulty ariſe about, 
the Senſe. and Meaning 0 Fa ſuch Branch 


+ 


af divine Revelatſon; then I fay, the 
Fitnefs. of Things is the 1 Too to inter- 
pres it hy: and 9520 ikely to lead us 


inte che true ende and Meaning of it. 
And the Reaſon of this is cyident, namely; 
| becauſe (vpon che preſent 


t Suppaſitign) it is 
the moral: Ritneſs of Things, which. is the 
| | Rule and Meaſure of Gog's: ion Ho the 
other nl oy” uh £43 wt 7 , 
* * £ a ” | IF 
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I trae WE oh 18 a on che en 
tray Will of God, and if God gives 8 


Revelatien te Magking, then Man is det 
naturally quali 166 


any thing to guide him in his Enquiries ; 


and therefore muſt be under un en un- 
er in a Ole." da 2 * 2 


AS God aſts: * FIT Hens 
7 he may deliver his Mind either clearly 


or darkly, expreſly or in Figures; be may 
uſe the ſame Term in the ſame er in diſſe- 
rent Senſes, and apply it properly or im- 


properly to the Subject, as he pleaſes; and 
Man has pat any thing to Wa: 1 eg 
him i in his Scarches after Truth. M ein 


* 0 reaſon. in this Cale, ih e 1 \ 
ſard ; becauſe that which ariles from ar» 


bitxary Pleaſure, , is qut of R 


vineg: and therofage thola len foy right, 
who ſay that Reaſon is not a Judge of the 


Senſe and Meaning of Divine Revelation; - 


aud that iv muſt be iurerpreted by the fame 
Spirit, which: gave it. I ſay, this is vi- 
 denply-the Cale, roles God acts abt. 


VERT ee . 


tp: diſcover the trues 
Senſe and Meaning of it, he not having: 
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trarily with 50 reatures; only this Diffi. 
culty will ſtill remain, namely, That we 
have as little aſſurance of the Senſe and 


Meaning of any. ſecond explanatory Revela. 
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T o ay in this Caſe; ow God will; not 


ſuffer a ſincere and honeſt Enquirer, who- 
ſeeks his Face, to fall into, or continue in 


any dangerous Error; this, if it be urged with 
any ſtrength, is to reaſbn Föm this moral 


Fitneſs of Things, "WARE" is S are 
ee 1 ages M LATE 1 


* 
* 3 
7 


AS uti? is not fa * 0 gm Efror, i 


bis Errors may be made as fatal to Ming as 


his Maker pleaſes: God may, if he pleaſe, 
puniſn every Miſtake with eternal Milery ; ; 


and if he ſhould do ſo (the contraty to 


which we cannot be aſſured of, upon the 
preſent Suppoſition) there is no Relief, 


for * can deliver out of his ar ? 


lr HLY- ans laſtly,” 1 4 true Reli 


gion is founded on the moral Fitneſs of 
Dhidgs,” chen it is one plain, ſinple, uni- 


Nit im 


form Thing, which . of no Alrera- 
tion, with regard to Time or Place, any 
ocherwiſe than as the Nature, the Rela 
tions, and the eee, 5 of Things 


differ or change Ft tl T IE 76 EER 
| 23155 15 en iq 12 . $5 2 511 - 0 15 
bai R. E Me 8 18 5 Rae in all 


Ages, in all Countries, and in all Worlds, 
(if I may fo ſpeak z) for if any of the other 
Planets: are inhabited Witk Creatures con- 
ſtituted, circumſtanced, and telated/ as we 
are, their Religion muſt of courſe be the 
ſame as ours is; the moral Fitneſs of Things 
being the fame in "alt r and _— all 
r std eic 11 e lows) 
A i ene dul Vis edler 151 
NOT E. 1 would bor: highs thee a . 
ſtood to exclnde all poſſtive Inſtitutions: 


for, as the Circumſtances of Things max 


render ſome Inſtitutions proper and uſe. 
ful to mankind, as contributing to Virtae, 
ot true Good neſu; ſo when that is the Caſe, 
dio a moral Fitneſs even in thoſe In- 
ſtitutions, not for any intrinſick 00. 
neſs in them, -but upon the account of that 
Virtue they are ſubſervient to. On the a 


other liche, 


1F 


_ A on 10 211. A Cats aus 
bin i a is fotaded « «a the ar. 
ary Wi od, then in depend 
n;; s Pleaſures. :whetlizr sit ſfiall — 
ame at all Times, and to all People, ot 
not; he may, if he pleaſes, make different 
Terms of Aggtptancey 0 [£fery. ag and 
every Natien Or Family jc: and that 
Which entitles to his: Favour: to days; muy 
draw - forth his Diſpleaſure tu morrowy, 
for any thing we know, ne _— 
We have 80 eee 17. 11213 15 
O12 Tis ic Dan liiom oe 21YO 28 IL! 
lla BN: fla, in this A bd Will 
always make known his . tu us; 
when he makes any ſuch Change with re- 
gerd to Religion, this is What We can 
have no juſt Ground fort That it 18 
right zand fit, in the Nature of Things, 
for God to act thus fairly wirh his Urea. 
dures, will be granted; bur what has Right 
ad Fit to do, or what Influence eatt they 
have, where arbitrary Pleaſure ig tt 
Rule of Action? Whidh is the preſent 
Ede: >: en nog Wd. mon di elan 
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£ urs, 
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=” 8 NE 63 Ven from zi doit Od h 
INSVUS, 1 think, -Lchave. given: 4 a fair, 


"ke of this Matter, and have 
ſhewn in all the Inſtances I have given 
above, howothe Caſe, will ſtand, whether. 
we ebnſider :I tne Religion as founded 
onl the moral! wy of Things, or on the, 
arbitrary Mill of +. God. And I; imagine, 
it will * be diſcerned; of whar greac 
Importance this Queſtion; is, and what Ne- 
eſity there is of determining / it, in order 
to the ſettling and determining all ” other 
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N ſtarted a, Difficulty, nt not r 
itz and therefore I crave leave to 5 
farther, that there are two Wars only. 5 
5 bich we; AHE Lone LY 1 e 55 
Totatire an Iſſue; n 
mining what; it is, which; God S 
the Rule of Action in ber _Cales, * and 
Ao to argue by A1 that is, to 105 
zer from his Conduct in one Cale, bo 
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he will act in another z and, 8 econdly, to 
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Nature of Things, to arbitrary Pleaſure, 
that God cannot but be under a ſronger 1 1 = 
Diſpoſition to make theſe, rather than' — 
_— the. Rule and Meaſure of his Ac- 
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whether we conſult the Nature of Things; 
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